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which continued for six days. In this examination Ivins
went over the entire period of Roosevelt's public career,
reading from his letters and utterances, and placing before
the court every scrap of evidence that he had been able to
find that seemed to throw doubt upon his political integ-
rity. From the moment that this merciless examination be-
gan till its close, Eoosevelt dominated the courtroom and
was complete master of himself and of the proceedings,
taking control of his own case and requesting his counsel
to make no objection to any questions that were asked him.
Every doubtful passage in a letter, which the opposing
counsel sought to turn to his disadvantage or discredit, he
dispelled at once by frank and convincing statements to the
court and jury. To the letters that the opposing counsel
produced, he added others through his own counsel, and
repeatedly his marvelous memory supplied evidence that
had been either wilfully or unintentionally overlooked.
When a letter of a year long passed was read on one occa-
sion, he asked: "Isn't there an interlineation in there
which says so and so?" and an interlineation was found
that fully explained an obscure passage and gave it an inno-
cent meaning.

Full reports of the trial were published in the news-
papers, filling many columns daily, and were eagerly read
by the people. The whole country was thus following the
case and with the court informing itself of the inside his-
tory of Eoosevelt's political career. Long before the cross-
examination was ended the public made up its mind in
Roosevelt's favor. The joyful anticipations of his enemies
were turned into angry denunciations of Barnes for his
stupidity in giving Eoosevelt this opportunity to vindicate
himself. One of these enemies, whose hatred of Roosevelt
had for many years been so intense as to make him nearly
inarticulate, said to me as the trial neared its end: "Of
all the blundering lunatics I have ever known, Barnes is the
worst. Here we had Roosevelt, after his candidacy against
Taft, dead and buried politically. We were rid of him for
all time. Now Barnes has not only opened the door for him